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Dear friends,

As a board member and volunteer for the Russian Cultural Garden of Cleveland, I often reflect
on how meaningful it is to be part of this unique space. Our garden is more than just a
collection of stones and trees – it is a living tribute to the culture, resilience, and
contributions of the Russian-speaking community in Northeast Ohio.

But above all, it is a celebration of people. It is the kindness, creativity, and generosity of our
volunteers that truly bring the garden to life. Every event we host, every flower we plant,
every child's laughter echoing through the garden paths – none of it would be possible
without the time, heart, and friendship that our community gives so freely.

In my role as Treasurer, I see firsthand how deeply invested our volunteers and supporters are
– not just financially, but emotionally. Many of our projects are powered by personal
donations, but even more by hours of thoughtful work and genuine care. And with every new
face who joins us – whether to help, learn, or simply enjoy – we gain something far greater
than just funds. We build relationships. We create lasting memories. We grow a family.

The Russian Cultural Garden is a place where heritage is honored, yes – but it is also where
friendships bloom, where teamwork inspires, and where every act of kindness makes a
difference. I invite you to come see it for yourself. Be a part of something special. Whether
you have an hour, a skill, or simply a smile to share – you are always welcome.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Natalia Aladyshkina

message from
Natalya Aladyshkina

Board Member and Treasurer





Remembrance,
Unity, and Care:
A Day of
Community
Clean-Up and
New Memorials
in the Russian
Garden
On April 20, 2025, two significant events took
place in the Russian Garden — the traditional
community clean-up day and a solemn ceremony
to unveil new memorial stones honoring
prominent figures in culture, the arts, and
spiritual life.

The highlight of the day was the unveiling of a
new commemorative stone dedicated to writer
Mikhail Zhvanetsky (1934–2020). The initiative
to replace the old stone, which had been installed
during the satirist’s lifetime, came from sponsor
Konstantin Pavolotsky. He personally attended
the ceremony and played a key role in organizing
the event.

On the same day, memorial stones were also installed
in honor of the following distinguished individuals:

Nikolai Sokolov (1886–1965) — Composer
Dmitry Muratov — Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
(2021)
Savely Kramarov (1934–1995) — Actor
Andrei Rublev (1360s – 1427/1430) — Icon
Painter
Sergius of Radonezh (1314–1392) — Spiritual
Leader
Alexey N. Tolstoy (1883–1945) — Writer

The community clean-up was a success: the garden
was thoroughly tidied and is now ready for upcoming

events. The day unfolded in a warm and solemn
atmosphere, bringing together guests and volunteers
who paid their respects to the great individuals who

left a lasting mark on history and culture.

We sincerely thank everyone who took part and helped
make this day truly special!



CONGRATULATIONS TO SVETLANA STOLYAROVA:CONGRATULATIONS TO SVETLANA STOLYAROVA:
A NAME ETCHED IN CLEVELAND'S HISTORY!A NAME ETCHED IN CLEVELAND'S HISTORY!

Dear Clevelanders!

April 22, 2025, is a special day: the inauguration of Svetlana Stolyarova, founder of the Russian
Cultural Garden and member of the Cleveland International Hall of Fame! Through her dedication,

Cleveland has become a place where Russian culture shines brightly, proudly, and soulfully.

Support the fundraiser in her honor and contribute to preserving cultural heritage and fostering
international dialogue.

Thanks to Svetlana’s efforts:
- The Russian Cultural Garden was created—a symbol of intercultural connection;
- A bust of Yuri Gagarin was installed, honoring Russia’s scientific contributions;

- Festivals like “Maslenitsa” and “Stars of Summer” have united hundreds of people;
- Eastern European culture has gained a stronger presence in Cleveland’s Cultural Federation.

How to support:
- Make a donation (Zelle: russiangardencle@gmail.com)

- Share this with friends and acquaintances
- Become a partner or sponsor of events

Let’s preserve and enhance Svetlana Stolyarova’s legacy—for future generations, culture, and unity!



we are on
instagram!



Zodiac in Shock: 
What Awaits in may 2025

Capricorn:
Work can wait, but a

picnic with friends can’t.
In May, even Capricorns

dance in the rain! 

Aquarius:
May is your month for

revolutions: you’ll either
open a portal to a parallel

world or accidentally
crack the code to the heart

of a mysterious stranger!

Aries:
Your energy is off the
charts! Just remember

— don’t try to "fix"
everyone around you.

Let them suffer
naturally.

Taurus:
A month of pleasures awaits
you. Food tastes better, the
weather’s warmer, life feels
sweeter. Just don’t confuse
“living your best life” with
“eating everything in sight,”

the stars gently warn.

Gemini:
May will bring you an

ocean of conversations!
So many meetings and

chats, you could open a
call center. Just make

sure you don’t forget to
charge your phone! 

Cancer:
Romance is in the air! You

might have a fateful
meeting, or you might just

end up meeting the fridge at
3 am. Either way, it’s bound

to be unforgettable!

Leo:
Your time to shine is

coming! Just remember
— don’t say “I told you
so” too loudly. Or at
least, not too often.

Virgo:
Stop overanalyzing! Life isn’t an

Excel spreadsheet. Allow yourself
a little chaos: for example, start
your morning not with plans, but
with something unexpected (like

sleeping in a bit longer!) 

Libra:
Fate will present you
with a tough choice.

Spoiler: just take both —
why suffer? 

Scorpio:
you'll have so many secrets that
even spy novels will be jealous.

Just don’t overdo it — sometimes
it’s easier to speak up than to

turn everything into a quest for
those around you! 

Sagittarius:
Wanted a stress free

month? Not this time! A
whirlwind of events will

sweep you up, and the only
thing left to do is enjoy

the chaos. 

Pisces:
go with the flow — May

will bring you daydreams
come true and a few

unexpected compliments.



WHERE DOES THIS AMAZING TALENT AND LOVE
FOR THE STAGE COME FROM?

ELENA SYSUYEVA

Dear Elena, congratulations on
your well-deserved title of

Volunteer of the Month!

Your incredible energy and
amazing charisma inspire us all

to achieve new heights.

You are a born actress and an
essential part of our big team.

We’re still in awe of your
portrayal of the princess at the
children’s New Year celebration
and your incomparable Baba

Yaga at Maslenitsa.

Cleveland is holding its breath
in anticipation of your next

transformation — keep shining
and inspiring us!

IF YOU COULD SEND A MESSAGE TO THE FUTURE ABOUT
YOUR VOLUNTEERING EXPERIENCE, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY
TO YOURSELF IN 10 YEARS, AND HOW WOULD YOU PORTRAY

IT ON STAGE?

TELL US WHERE YOU'RE FROM AND WHAT YOU ENJOY
DOING IN LIFE WHEN YOU'RE NOT SHINING ON STAGE?

I ’m originally from the central part of Russia, the
wonderful Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk. My husband,

two sons, and I moved to the United States two and a
half years ago. In my free time, I love cooking,
watching movies, and gathering with friends. I

especially enjoy rehearsing and preparing for events
with the Russian Cultural Garden.

In school, I  participated in all cultural and mass events,
playing various roles. After school, I  planned to attend a

drama school, but things didn’t go as planned, and I
became a doctor instead. 😂   While working in a

hospital, I  bought costumes of Ded Moroz (Father Frost)
and Snegurochka (Snow Maiden) and put on a New

Year’s performance with my friend. On New Year’s Eve, I
would celebrate with my dad and congratulate our

relatives. The stage for me is l ike a mystical portal that
allows me to enter a different, magical reality. I

absolutely love when people (especially children) look
at me, seeing a fairy-tale character, and experiencing
that amazing moment with me. It charges me up and

gives me energy for further accomplishments!

There’s a large mirror on stage — the mirror
of the future. I approach it dressed as Baba

Yaga and see… exactly the same Baba Yaga. I
breathe a sigh of relief and say: 'Phew, thank

goodness, I sti l l  need the makeup!



Looking for new friends in Cleveland? Volunteering at the

Russian Cultural Garden is a great way to meet new people and

become part of a friendly team! 

It doesn’t require a permanent commitment – you can help

whenever you have the time and desire.

Interested? email us at

russiangardencle@gmail.com. 

We’ll be happy to have you on board!



https://www.facebook.com/yomahayomashow.cle


Dear friends!

The Russian Cultural Garden of Cleveland is looking for a talented architect
or landscape designer to create a design for our space. We plan to develop
sketches and projects for installing unique compositions that will highlight

the cultural heritage and beauty of our garden.

If you would like to contribute to the development of the garden or know
someone who would be interested, we would be happy to hear from you!

We are looking for an architect or
landscape designer!

Email us at russiangardencle@gmail.com 

Let’s work together to make the Russian
Cultural Garden of Cleveland a place that

inspires and delights!



DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?
The significance of the month of May in Russian culture:

Theater and spring performances:

May in folklore and fairy tales:
In Russian fairy tales and beliefs, May
is a time when nature "speaks": the

bird cherry blossoms, and forest
spirits (such as the Leshy and the
Mermaid) come to life. This adds a

mystical quality to the month,
especially in rural culture, where May
was considered a transitional time

between spring and summer.

May as a symbol of youth and love:

In Russian poetry and prose, May often
symbolizes the beginning of life, passion,
and romance. For example, in Alexander
Blok's poem "Oh, Spring Without End or

Boundaries" (1907), spring, including May, is
a time of dreams and hopes. Turgenev's
prose, such as "First Love," is also infused
with the May atmosphere of blooming

and first emotions.

Literature May:

Many Russian writers and poets,
whose names are closely linked to
culture, were born in May: Mikhail

Bulgakov (May 15), Joseph Brodsky
(May 24), Anna Akhmatova (May 23,
according to the old calendar). Their
works can be recalled as part of the

May inspiration.

In Russian theatrical tradition, May is associated with the end of the
season and premieres of light, spring plays. For example, plays by

Chekhov, such as The Cherry Orchard (where the blooming of cherries is a
key image), were often staged during this time, highlighting the

connection between May, beauty, and loss.



You can support us by sending any amount via Zelle to the email:
russiangardencle@gmail.com, with the note: "Donation for Russian Cultural Garden."

Your help, regardless of the amount, is invaluable. 
Together, we can do even more to preserve culture and strengthen our community.

Thank you for your support!

Dear friends, 

We continue to actively work on new projects to help the Russian-speaking
community of our city grow and thrive. Organizing such events requires significant

effort and resources, and currently, most of the expenses are covered by the
personal funds of our volunteers. 

The Russian Cultural Garden is a non-profit organization, and any support from you
helps us maintain our garden and organize events for all of us. All donations go

directly to improving the garden and implementing new initiatives.

Support the Russian Cultural Garden –Support the Russian Cultural Garden –Support the Russian Cultural Garden –
together we are creating the future!together we are creating the future!together we are creating the future!



Want to stay updated on the most interesting events, projects, and news
related to the Russian Cultural Garden? Subscribe to our monthly newsletter and
stay in the loop with all the important updates!

How to subscribe?

Send an email to russiangardencle@gmail.com with the subject "I Want to
Subscribe!", and we’ll add you to our subscriber list.

Each issue includes:
Stories and facts about the Russian Cultural Garden
A review of past events
Announcements of upcoming events
Exclusive interviews and materials
And much more!

Subscribe to the Russian Cultural
Garden Magazine!

Stay connected with our culture
and history!


